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For the Correspondent. 
ArocrypuaL New TestaMeEnNtT. 
(Continued. ) 


Gosret or Eve. 

The following passages have been 
quoted from this Gospel (Epiphan. 
Haeres. 26.n.3.) Iwas stopped on 
a high mountain, when I saw one 
man of a lofty stature, and another 
very short. And I heard a voice like 
that of thunder. I approached near- 
er to listen, and it spoke to me thus : 
I am the same as you, and you are 
the same as I ; and in whatever place 
you may be, I am there; and Iam 
dispersed throughout all things. And 
in whatever place you wish, you will 
find me. And in finding me you will 
find yourself.” Afterwards, I sawa 
tree bearing twelve fruits every year, 
and the voice said to me, ‘that is 
the tree of Life.” St. Epiphanius, 
who cites these two passages, says 
that the Gnostics, interpreted the lat- 
ter to be the menses of woman. 

Gosret or THE SmMoneANs. 

It is spoken of in the Constitutions 
of the Apostles; (L. 6. c. 16.) and 
in the Arabian preface to the Coun- 
cil of Nice, (T. 2. Concilier edit. 
Labbe. p. 386.) 

Joun’s Gosret or THE Deratu or 
THE Virain Mary. 


This is mentioned in the decree of 


Gelasius. Some Greek manuscripts 
attribute it to James, (Lambesius 
Comment. de Bibliot. Vindoleon. 44. 
p. 230.) 


‘Sc OF ister Mary AND HER 
Mipwire. 

This book, comprised in the de- 
cree of Gelasius, is refuted by St. 
Jerome, (Contra Helvidium.) 

Tue Greater anp Lesser In- 
TERROGATIONS or Mary. 

St. Epiphany (Haeres. 26. n. 8.) 
is the only one who makes mention 
of these two books, which the Gnos- 
tics made use of. 

History of tHe Famity or 

Curist. 

Found in the reign of the Empe- 
ror Justinian. This history, of which 
Suidas makes mention, is placed 
among the number of books pro- 
hibited by Pope Paul the 4th, accord- 
ing to Possevin; who also speaks of 
the refutation of it, which Hentenius 
published at Paris, in the year 1547, 

at the end of a commentary of Eu- 
thymius Zigabenus on the four 
Evangelists, which he had translated 
into Latin, 


Histories oF THE DESPOSYNES ON 
THE GENEALOGY or CHRIST. 


Julius Africanus, in his letter to 
Aristides, (Euseb. his eccl. and 
Nicephor. L. 1. c. 2.) relates that 
Herod, ashamed of his ignoble ori- 
gin, caused all the monuments of the 
ancient families of Israel to be burnt ; 
but that a small number, jealous of 
the antiquity of their. nobility, sup- 
plied this loss by creating a new ge- 
nealogy, either from memory, or by 
the assistance of certain titles which 
they still retained. Of this’ class 
were those they called, in Greek. 
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Desposynoi, because they were near 
relations of the Saviour. 

In conclusion, the compiler re- 
marks, that it is notonly proved by 
the foregoing that the Apocryphal 
Gospels have beencited by the Apos- 
tolical fathers ; but moreover, that it 
is incontestible, that the names of 

‘the four authentic Gospels of St’s. 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
are not to be found in the writings of 
any of the Apostolical Fathers, be- 
fore the time of St. Justin.* From 
whence it may be inferred, that they 
were not previously in existence ; 
and that the Apocryphal alone were 
in use in the early ages of Christiani- 
ty. 

{Although the commencement of 
what we have of the following work 
is abrupt, it will be perceived that 
very little of it is probably missing. 
In order to avoid the constant repe- 
tition of “ Paul said, Simon said, Ne- 
ro answered,” &c. as appears in the 
original, we have only inserted the 
name of the speaker; except in some 
instances, when it became necessary 

Jor the due understanding of the pas- 
sage, we have added the name of the 
person particularly addressed. ] 


Tue Revation spy Marcewtus 


of the marvelous acts of the most 
blessed Apostles, Peter and Paul, 
and of the magical arts of Simon the 
Magician. 

Simon. They are of Nazareth, 
and so was their master. 


Nero. (toSimon) God regardeth 


and protecteth all men: why perse- 
cutest thou them? 


Simon. These are they, who have 
turned away all Judea from believing 
in me. 


i St. Justin wrote his apology for the Chris- 
tiansin the year 140. Ep. 
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Nero. (to Peter) Why art thou, 
and thy race so perfidious ? 

Peter. (to Simon) Thou hast de- 
ceived many, but never me: and 
those whom thou hadst deceived, God 
through me, hath drawn from their 
error. And now that thou hast found 
that thou canst not impose upon me, 
I wonder at thy impudence in boast- 
ing before the king of surpassing, 
by thy magical arts, the disciples of 
Christ. 

Nero. Who is this Christ? 

Peter. He is the Christ who has 
been crucified for the redemption of 
the world; and this Simon the magi- 
cian affirmeth himself to be that one : 
but he is exceedingly wicked, and his 
works are of the devil. 

Now, if thou wouldst know, O em- 
peror, what hath passed in Judea 
touching the Christ, send and pro- 
cure the letters of Pontius Pilate, 
addressed to Claudius Cesar; then 
thou wilt be informed of all things. 

Nero, hearing that, caused them 
to be brought, and to be read in his 
presence. 

And the substance of the writing 
was after this manner. 


Letter I. 


Pontius Pilate to Claudius, Greet- 
ing.* It hath lately happened, and 
I have myself witnessed, that the 
Jews, through envy, have laid them- 
selves as well as their posterity under 
a bitter condemnation. 

As it had been promised to their 
forefathers that God would send to 
them from Heaven his Holy One, 
who should be their King, and that 
he should be born of a Virgin; and 
as the God of the Jews had, whilst I 
was their Governor, sent him: see- 
ing that he restored sight to the blind, 
cleansed lepers, cured the paralytics, 
cast out devils, even raised the dead 


* Tiberius had this name because he was 
of the patrician family of the Claudii. 
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fo life, controlled the winds, walked 
on the water, and did many other mi- 
racles. All the Jewish people said 
that he was the son of God; but the 
leaders of the Jews, being envious 
of him, seized and delivered him to 
me; and charged him with false ac- 
cusations, assuring me he was a ma- 
gician, and did things contrary to the 
law. I thought that this was so, and 
having caused him to be scourged, I 
gave him up to them to do as they 
pleased with him. They crucified 
him, and set a watch over his tomb: 
but as the soldiers kept their watch, 
he rose again to life on the third day. 
The malevolence of the Jews howev- 
er was so excited that they gave 
money to the guards, to say that his 
disciples had taken away the body. 
But although they had received the 
bribe, they could not conceal what 
had come to pass, for they testified 
that they had witnessed his resurrec- 


tion, and that the Jews had given 
them money to conceal it. 

This is the reason for my writing 
to you, lest any one should represent 
otherwise; for do not believe that 
credence should be yielded to the as- 
sertions of the Jews. 


Letrer II. 


Pilate to Tiberius Cesar, Greet- 
ing. In my last, I briefly stated to 
you how, through the conspiracy of 
the people, Jesus Christ had at length 
suffered a cruel death, in a manner 
against my will, and without my dar- 
ing to oppose it. Certainly no age 
hath seen, nor will see, a man so pi- 
ous and sincere; but what appears 
astonishing in this hatred of the peo- 
ple, 

(The residue of this letter is want- 
ing) 

And when the letters were read, 
Nero saith, tell me, Peter, were all 
these things done by him? 

Peter. Yea, O worthy emperor, 
I deceive thee not. This Simon, full 


355 


of lies, and encompassed with deceit, 
thinketh himself Ged; nevertheless 
he is a man of great wickedness. 
Now there are in Christ two substan- 
ces, partaking of God and man; of 
man, which hath been clothed with 
this incomprehensible majesty, that 
by man hath deigned to gnlighten 
mankind: but in this Simon are the 
two substances of man and devil, 
which by man strives toensnare men.* 


* Hegesippus (L. 3. C. 2. de Ex- 
cidio Hierosol.) and Abdias (C.16 A- 
post. Histor.) before recounting the ad- 
venture of the dogs and the barley loaf, 
relates how Peter by prayer brought 
to life, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
a noble young man of Cesar’s kin- 
dred, after Simon had in vain attempt- 
ed to revive him by his enchantments: 
his death appeared somewhat to have 
affected his head, but Peter brought 
him to his speech, made him walk, 


and restored him to his mother. 
(To be Continued.) 
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Tue Koran Tesrep sy Irsexr. 

Mahomet represents, in the 10th 
chapter of his Aleoran, that “there is 
no falsehood in the Alcoran,” and 
that “it confirmeth the ancient scrip- 
tures, and perspicuously explains 
them.’ The 2d, 3d, 4th and other 
chapters also say, that the Alcoran 
confirms the old testament and gos- 
pel. How is it possible to believe 
these declarations, when the law of 
Jesus contradicts and annuls the law 
of Moses? How, therefore, can each 
be confirmed by Mahometanism? 
The law by Moses says, eye for an 
eye, tooth for tooth, life for life; do 
as youare done by :—but the law of 
Jesus is not to do so; not to retali- 
ate evils, but do unto others as you 
would wish others, on a reverse of 
circumstances, should do unto yeu. 
Jesus was a prince of peace; but 
Mahomet of war:—Jesus’s kingdom 
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was not of this world; Mahomet’s 

kingdom was of this world. Jesus 

recommended peace and forbearance; 

Mahomet warand the ler talionis, &c. 
Hence it was a falsehood for the Al- 
coran to say that it contained no false- 
hood. 

The 2d chapter ofthe Alcoran says, 
**' The tatio is commanded you; the 
free for the free, the slave for the 
slave, the woman for the woman,” 
&c. The 5th chapter also says,— 
‘‘ We have ordained the ialio, man 
for a many eye for eye, nose fora 
nose,” &c. ‘This is contrary to the 
gospel of love, peace, and doing good 
for evil; and annuls the gospel in con- 
firming Moses. The 9th chapter of 
the Alcoran continually urges the be- 
lievers of Mahomet to fight for their 
faith: it says—‘‘If they be slain, or 
if they shall slay when the fight for 
their faith, they shall have what he 
(God) hath promised them in the old 
testament, the gospel and the alco- 
ran.”—* Fight for his law ;” chap- 
ter 1. ‘Ifyou be slain for his law, 
says chapter 3, or die in his favor, it 
shall be more advantageous to you 
than all the treasures of the world,” 
&c. Jesus said on the contrary— 
** My kingdom is not of this world, 
else would my servants fight.” Je- 
sus’s doctrine is opposite to that of 
Moses and Mahomet ; and even con- 
trary to the practice of Christendom. 
The gospel or doctrine of Christ is 
therefore not confirmed by the Koran 
of Mahomet; but repealed, as far as 
it could be repealed by the talio. 

The Koran is far from being an 
explanation of the scriptures; and 
when it says “it perspicuously ex- 
plains them,” it asserts what Mussel- 
men cannot prove or rationally be- 
lieve. 

An intelligible book that explains 
all things, is mentioned in chapter 11, 
and in the 10th chapter it is said, 
‘‘ Whatsoever is in heaven and in 
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earth, be it great or little, all is writ- 
ten in the intelligible book, that ex- 
plaineth all things.” It is said in 
chapter 5th as follows.—‘ Consider 
how I manifest my unity to infidels,” 
&e. ‘Our prophet (i e Mahomet,) 
is come to bring to light many things 
of the scripture, which you conceal ; 
and he likewise leaveth in silence, 
many things that it is not time to 
make manifest.” And then chapter 
6 in opposition to this declares that 
‘** We have not omitted to write any 
thing that is written in the book 
kept in heaven :” i e in the intelliga- 
ble book that explaineth all things. 
What monstrous hyperbole or false- 
hoods! In chapter 5 Mahomet says, 
‘*‘ The Jews, Samaritans, Christians, 
all that shall have believed in God, 
the resurrettion of the dead, and shall 
have done good works shall be ex- 
empt from affliction. There is noth- 
ing for them to fear at the day of judg- 
ment.” This he contradicts in chap- 
ter 9, by saying ‘“‘'The good works 
that infidels shall do in this world 
shall be unprofitable, and they shall 
dwell eternally in hell fire.” 

Thus it is evidently proved that 
falsehoods exist in the Koran; and 
that Mahomet’s declaration that the 
production of such a book of truth 
and consistency was its proof of be- 
ing the words of God, does not avail. 
The Koran (Unitarianism or Deism) 
is strongly opposed to trinitarianism, 
a doctrine received into the apostate 
church of Rome, and churches of 
Asia, whose candlesticks were re- 
moved by the Mahometan religion 
and empire. Apostacy from truth 
and charity must have been great in 
that day. Was Mahometanism, or 
deism of Mahomet, better than the 
Christianism professed and practised 
by the Asiatic churches, that God 
suffered the former to prevail against, 
and destroy these seven churches ? 

Mahomet appears to have been an 
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Unitarian deist, and much opposed 
to trinitarianism and its idolatrous 
ideas of atonement. 

CorNEILLE. 


For the Correspondent. 

[ The following communication was 
on file before the lectures on the old 
testament appeared in the Correspon- 
dent. ‘This statement was necessa- 
ry, in order to exonerate Mr. Schultz 
from all suspicion of having been in- 
debted to these lectures for any of his 
remarks. Congenial minds, investi- 
gating subjects so obviously ridicu- 
lous and contradictory as those con- 
tained in the bible, must naturally en- 
tertain the same ideas respecting 
them, and frequently express them 
in nearly the same words. } 


Tue Triumreyu or Trutu: 


Being a collection of 200 histori- 
cal facts and reasons, against Leslie, 


Campbell, Watson, and other advo- 
cates for a * Revelation," —By C. 
Schultz, Theist. 

1. It is a fact, that the following 
is the character of the oriental na- 
tions, as given by the friends of Chris- 


tianity in the encyclopedia. ‘“ The 
orientals are at this day extravagant- 
ly-devoted to fictions. Plain and un- 
adorned truth with them has no 
charms. Hence that extravagant 
medley of fables and romances with 
which all antiquity is replete, and by 
which all ancient history is disguised 
and corrupted.” Again, “ Every doc- 
trine of religion, every precept of mo- 
rality, was tendered to mankind in 
parables and proverbs.” Again, ‘It 
was among the ancients an universal 
opinion, that the most sacred arcana 
of religion, morality, and the sublime 
sciences, were not communicated to 
the uninitiated rabble, for this reason, 
every thing sacred was involved in 
allegorical darkness.” 

2. Jt is a fact, that even Jesus 


himself had to make use of fictions ; 
for what are “ parables” but a priest- 
ly nickname for fables. 

3. It is a fact, that the only advan- 
tage which your “‘ word of God” pos- 
sesses over the various “ words of 
God” of the Turks, the Persians, 
the Chinese, or the Hindoos, is, that 
it contains a less number of the more 
absurd miracles. 

4. It isa fact, that if the most suc- 
cessful and newest religion, be the 
standard of truth, then Mahomet 
takes the lead: but if the most an- 
cient and purest be the rule, then 
Brahma ranks first. 

5. Itis a fact, that of all the orien- 
tal nations, the Egyptians were most 
addicted to disguise every thing with 
fictions. 

6. It isa fact, that Moses was an 
Egyptian, and initiated into some of 
the Egyptian mysteries, and there- 
fore could not fail of imbibing their 
prejudices as well as their policy. 

7. It is a fact, that it was the uni- 
versal custom, to magnify and em- 
bellish every natural, philosophical, 
political, or religious occurrence, un- 
til it assumed the appearance of a 
supernatural “ miracle.” 

8. It is a fact, that Moses h 
dopted the same rule of conduct. 

9. Itisa fact, that there is just 
cause for concluding that all the wri- 
tings of Moses and their judges were 
lost altogether. 

10. Itis a fact, that the present 
code of the Jews is the mere patch- 
work of Hilkiah or Ezra, both high 
priests, and of course too much in- 
terested in the aggrandizement of 
their families, to be received as im- 
partial witnesses. 

11. It is a fact, that the Jews took 
so little care of their “law,” or *‘ word 
of God,” that it was entirely lost, 
during the reign of Josiah the King. 
For in the second book of Kings 22d 
chapter and Sth and 10th verses, you 


S. 
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are informed, ‘‘ And Hilkiah the high 
priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, 
I have found the book of the law in 
the house of the Lord: and Hilkiah 
gave the book to Shaphan and he 
read it. And Shaphan the scribe 
shewed the king saying, Hilkiah the 
high priest hath delivered me a book, 
ro Shaphan read it before the king,” 

C. 

12. It is a fact, which is evident 
from Esdras, that the Jews had total- 
ly lost the whole of their bible, dur- 
ing the Babylonish captivity. And 
that it became necessary for priest 
Ezra, in order to give success to his 
own aggrandizement, to fabricate a- 
nother code of the laws of Moses, 
And this he effected so completely, 
through that never failing political 
engine “inspiration,” that he pro- 
duced an exact copy of the long lost 
Jaw. Nay more, he at the same time 
made out to recover by dint of “ in- 
spiration” alone, copies of all the 
other authors of the Jewish bible! 
so that 

13. It is a fact, that we are indebt- 
ed to this Rabbi Ezra, this interested 
high priest, this new king of the Jews, 
for the old testament in the form in 
which we now find it. 

14. It isa fact, that the Pente- 
teuch is the foundation of the Jew- 
ish church. 

15. It is a fact, that the “five 
hooks” are the pillars and foundation 
of the christian churches,—for 

16. It is a fact, that it is the only 
evidence to prove their “ fall of man,”’ 
and “ first promise of redemption.” 

17. Itis therefore a fact, that if 
we can prove Moses guilty of one 
single falsehood or contradiction, that 
the whole of his testimony must be 
considered as worthless; and that 
the Jewish and Christian churches 
will then appear like visionary fabrics 
of mortals. 

* 18. Itisa fact, that according to 
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Moses the beginning of all creation 
took place only about five or six thou- 
sand years ago! While we believe 
that the beginning of all things took 
place millions of years ago. What 
humble, and what degrading concep- 
tions of the power, wisdom, and good- 
ness of God must they have, who 
believe with Moses, that God was 
sleeping or slumbering in idleness 
and uselessness, as well as darkness, 
from all eternity, until about five 
or six thousand years ago! The 
idea is too shocking, even for a hea- 
then God, and much less so for the 
Great Jehovah. Can our earth be 
the oldest sphere in the universe? 
And yet Moses mentions no other 
before it ! 

19. Itis a fact, that Moses says 
“ The earth was without form and 
void: and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the wa- 
ters.” Whereas it must be self evi- 
dent to every impartial mind, that it 
was absolutely impossible, even for 
God, to create any matter without 
giving it some “form,” as it would 
be to make a river without water! 
And as the power and wisdom of God 
is fully adequate to produce such a 
world as ours in one second of time, 
we are bound to prefer that system 
which will give us the most sublime 
conceptions of our creator. We 
must therefore conclude that the 
“void,” ‘‘darkness,” ‘ deep,” and 
“ spirit of God moving on the face of 
the waters,” are four most random 
guesses of Moses, and all based on 
no better foundation or ‘‘inspiration’’ 
than his world “ without form.” 

20. It isa fact, that Moses says 
‘“* And God said let there be light and 
there was light.” And that “ light” 
was the first thing created on the first 
day. ‘This would have been a very 
necessary step, had the earth and 
God been involvedin that “darkness” 





THE CORRESPONDEN?, 


which Moses supposed. Your priests 
say that space existed from all eter- 
nity, because it was necessary for the 
existence of God as well as of mat- 
ter. But may not “light” be equally 
necessary for God and the universe? 
Or do they suppose that Ged prefer- 
red to exist in ‘‘ darkness,” for the 
millions of times or years that elaps- 
ed before he created “light,” ac- 
cording to Moses! For, otherwise, 
it is proving too much, and that God 
was once what they say the devil now 
is, a prince over darkness alone! 

2t. Itisa fact, that as “ light” is 
only a secondary quality in matter 
which reflect it, it is self evident, that 
matter must, of necessity, have been 
created before “ light.” 

22. It is a fact, that Moses is not 
the first author or legislator, who 
guessed that “light” was the first 
thing created; for Brahma guessed 
the same thing fourteen hundred 
years before Moses; and yet they 
both were wrong. We shall have 
occasion to say more of Brahma by 
and by. 

23. Itis a fact, that according to 
Moses’ own story, there could not 
be any “light” created on the first 
day ; because he afterwards confess- 
es, that the sun, moon, and stars, 
the very fountains of all our “ light,” 
were not created until the fourth 
day ! 

24. Itisa fact, that such absurdi- 
ties are explained away, just in the 
same manner as every sect prove 
themselves nght, and all the rest 
wrong. 

25. Itis a fact, that the priest 
pretend to have discovered a very 
material fact, which Moses omitted 
to notice, to wit: That the earth was 
covered with such a very thick and 
heavy fog, as to prevent the suns rays 
from penetrating through it, until 
the “fourth day.” As if he who had 
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just produced the sun, moon, and 
stars by a mighty miracle, had no 
power to disperse a fog in the same 
way. 

26. It is a fact, that Moses informs 
us: “ And God saw the light that it 
was good: and God divided the light 
from the darkness.” Whereas the 
truth is, that as “ darkness” is only 
caused by the absence of light, it 
never could have been united with 
‘‘ light,” and therefore never could 
be “‘ divided” from it. 

27. It is a fact, that Moses says : 
‘** And God called the light day, and 
the darkness he called night. And 
the evening and the morning were 
the first day.”” So that it required © 
a “day” of light, anda “ night” of 
darkness to form the first day. And 
yet, itis manifest, that there could 
not be either such a day or a night 
before the sun was created. But 


he was not created as yet. 
To be continued. 
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The Antidote is still harping on 
the old story about giving them “2 
better religion before pulling down 
christianity.” Itis evident the con- 
ductors of this paper know noth- 
ing of architecture, when they expect 
to find a splendid edifice in the place 
of one that is ruinous, while the 
ground on which that edifice neces- 
sarily falls to be erected, is occupied 
by the ruins. The ruin must first be 
pulled down, and the rubbish cleared 
away : or, to speak without metaphor, 
the human mind must be freed from 
error; mankind must become en- 
lightened before they can appreciate 
the truth, and know the value of vir- 
tue. So long as they continue to 
surrender their judgment to otherg, 
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to reject reason, the best and great- 
est of gifts, and to adopt implicitly 
the dogmas of those who live by 
teaching them, so long will they con- 
tinue incapable of forming a correct 
estimate of the duties they owe to 
society. Our great object is to dis- 
pel the clouds of darkness which en- 
velope the human mind. When this 
is effected, what is called “ preaching 
to point out to man the right path,” 
will be superfluous. Nature_ has al- 
ready done this, and the God of Na- 
ture has conferred on all men a suffi- 
cient guide, or teacher in the faculty 
of reason—a faculty which the inte- 
gested always depreciate when it ex- 
poses their frauds, but of which they 
are ever ready to take advantage, td 
impose on the credulous. 

We have again and again called 
on the editors of the Antidote to prove 
the truth of their system by some- 
thing like rational argument. We 
have denied the personal identity of 
the founder of their religion ; we have 
disputed the authenticity of their “‘sa- 
’ ered books.” But, instead of meet- 
ing these questions with that “ hon- 
est” desire to ascertain the truth, of 
which they so loudly boast, the col- 
umns of their paper week after week, 
are filled with methodistical rant, 
with puerile declamation on as puerile 
subjects, which would be of as much 
weight in the mouth of a disciple of 
Mahomet to prove the divine author- 
ity of the Alcoran, as it is in this in- 
stance to prove the authenticity of 
the Bible. 

To our Patrons. 

As only three numbers remain to 
be published to complete the first, 
volume of the Correspondent, we 
would respectfully remind our pa- 
trons, that, agreeably to our original 
terms, the subscziption for the next half 
vear will then fall due: and as it is de- 
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sirable to save the expense of collect- 
ing, which bears heavy on the estab- 
lishment, it is hoped that all who feel 
interested in our success, will order 
payment at our office. 

We regret to state, that there are 
some (though they are not numerous) 
who have received the Correspondent 
from the commencement, who are 
still in arrear for the first half year’s 
subscription. If payment is not im- 
mediately made, their papers will be 
discontinued at the close of the pre- 
sent volume.—Although our success 
has been equal to our expectations, 
and the Correspondent may be consi- 
dered as permanently established, we 
cannot afford to furnish it for nothing, 
even should there be any individuals 
on our list so unreasonable as to ex- 
pect this. 


It is not the place which makes the 
person honourable, but the person 
that makes the place so.—Agesilaus. 


To prescribe physic to the dead, 
and advice tothe old,is the same 
thing. Diogenes. 


Ecce Homo is now completed, and 
will be delivered to subscribers im- 
mediately. The book is for sale at 
the office of the Correspondent. 


To Correspondents.—‘ Address to 
Christians,” by G. and the continua- 
tion of the “ Life of Samuel,” are 
unavoidably postponed. 


Fourth of July.—The next num- 
ber of the Correspondent will be de- 
voted exclusively to the Oration, to 
be delivered before the Free Press 
Association on the anniversary of our 
independence, and to the proceedings 
at the dinner of the society on that 
cay. Every subscriber to the Cor- 
respondent will receive an extra num- 
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ber containing these proceedings, 
which they are requested to dispose 
of in such a way as may render the 
Association and its objects more gen- 
erally known. 


“THe Man arrer Gop’s own 
Heart.” 

The history of David contains so 
many instances of the violation of 
principle, so many proofs of disre- 
gard of all honourable feeling, and so 
many details of outrages against hu- 
manity, that’ it is difficult to select 
one instance more flagrant than ano- 
ther, to depict his real character. We 
do not, however, regret this, as we 
have now in our possession “ The 
History of the Man after God’s own 
Heart,” written in the year 1761, in 
which ample justice is done to this 
“best and greatest of men,” and 
which it is our intention to publish, at 
length, in the Correspondent, imme- 
diately after the “‘ Life of Samuel.” 
But the Antidole very piously assures 
us, that “no man can read the Psalms 
of David without being convinced, 
that whatever errors he committed, 
he sincerely repented of.” Here we 
ask, by what means the conductors 
of the Antidote have ascertained, that 
any part of the book of Psalms was 
written by David? Independent of 
the internal evidence, we know that 
the Jews themselves never pretended 
that all the Psalms were the produc- 
tion of their King, but that they were 
the work of different hands, several 
of them unknown, at different periods, 
and compiled by some of their Rabbies 
after the Babylonian captivity. It is, 
therefore, a matter of doubt, whether 
those Psalms in which the writer ex- 
presses penitence for guilt, were 
written by the supposed king of Is- 
rael. In this state of things, the proof 
of David’s “sincere repentance,” is 
far from being of that convincing na- 
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ture, which the editors of the Antidote 
would have us believe. 

But so far from David being a sin- 
cere penitent, we have, in the books 
of Samuel and Kings, the most con- 
elusive evidence, that he died not 
only impenitent, but hardened in his 
guilt. During his life-time, he had 
been assisted in his rebellion against 
Saul, by Joab, who, whatever may 
have been his private faults, never 
took up arms to dethrone the usur- 
per. For this attachment and fidelity, 
the hoary-headed ruffian’ exacted, 
with his last breath, a promise from 
his son Solomon, that he would mur- 
der the man who had been so useful 
and devoted a servant. But as if this 
was not sufficient to mark the pre- 
dominant thirst for blood, and the re- 
vengeful disposition of this royal and 
saintly b«." >~ian, he selected another 
victim & * to glut his ven- 
geance aeath, in mercy to 
mankina, ... -ed him out of the 
world. This victim was Shimei, who, 
to show his attachment to the “‘ Lord’s 
anointed,” and his abhorrence of re- 
bellion, was so imprudent as to revile 
David when he first showed himself 
a traitor to Saul. On the final suc- 
cess, however, of David, Shimei ten- 
dered his adhesion to the new king, 
which the latter not only accepted, 
but, with a solemn oath, pronouriced a 
full pardon for the offence which he 
had previously committed. The fol- 
lowing passage (1 Kings, ii. 8, 9) 
will show in what way this “ best of 
men ;” this prodigy of * piety;” this 
** son of inspiration,” as the Antidote 
calls him, evinced the “ sincerity” of 
his oath—his ‘“ deep contrition” for 
past offences :—‘‘ And behold (ad- 
dressing himself to Solomon) thou 
hast with thee Shimei the sonof Gera, 
a Benjamite of Bahurim, which 
cursed me with a grievous curse, in 
the day when I went to Mahanaim : 
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but he came down to meet me at Jor- 
dan, and I sware to him by the Lord, 
saying, I will not put thee to death 
with the sword. Now, therefore, hold 
him not guiltless; for thou art a wise 
man, and knowest what thou oughtest 
to do to him: But his hoar head 
bring thou down to the grave with 
blood!” Having uttered this very 
merciful sentence, which Solomon 
executed to the very letter, ‘‘ the man 
after God’s own heart” instantly ex- 
pired!—Here, then, we have in the 
Bible itself, an exhibition of ferocity, 
and of unrelenting vengeance without 
a parallel in the history of the most 
savage nations. Is it to this horrible 
picture we must look for that ‘‘chas- 
tened, and penitent, and purified de- 
votion,” which the writers of the An- 
tidote, with affected simplicity, tell 
us is to be found in Israel’s king? Is 
itin murders so atrocious, and com- 
manded at such a moment, that we 
are to seek for those indications of 
‘¢ remorse” that can alone insure for- 
giveness? Or, is it intended, by es- 
pousing the cause of this homicide, 
by attempting to conceal his crimes 
tinder the veil of piety, and by hold- 
ing him up as the “ peculiar favourite 
of heaven,” that mankind should 
consider those actions only accepta- 
ble to Deity, which are known to be 
vicious and destructive of human 
happiness? Do the editors of the An- 
tidote mean to assert, that a man, 
who, with his last breath, demanded 
the shedding of the blood of two of 
his fellow mortals, did, in that very 
act—in a deed so sanguinary, evince 
the sincerity of his penitence—the 
deepness of his contrition? We can 
easily believe that a mind embued 
with fanaticism ; which contemplates 
every thing through the mazes of pre- 
judice and of superstition, may be 
carried to the most extravagant 
lengths; but we can have no concep- 
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tion how men pretending to common 
sense, and possessing real honesty, 
can allow themselves to maintain pro- 
positions so pernicious and so absurd 
as those which the Antidote advo- 
cates. Instead of doctrines like 
these counteracting the flood of vice, 
which at present overspreads every 
Christian community, they are calcu- 
lated to extend and perpetuate immo- 
rality; to rivet the chains by which 
society is held in mental bondage ; 
and to degrade the character of 
Deity. 

Can any thing be more indecorous, 
or more strikingly evince the dictato- 
rial spirit of our opponents than lan- 
guage like the following :—‘ Shall 
men re-judge, what God has passed — 
upon, and condescended to absolve? 
Shall the creature dare to question 
the decisions of the creator?” —Who 
are they, we reply, that thus arrogate 
to themselves the right of announc- 
ing decisions, which, without autho- 
rity, they impiously term the “ deci- - 
sions of the Creator?” When and 
where has a just God declared, that 
he had “‘ condescended to absolve” a 
murderer from all guilt, who the very 
moment after he commanded the 
commission of the crime, expired with 
the bloody decree on his lips? Are 
we to be told that a God of purity ab- 
solved so foul a deed in one whose 
last breath uttered the mandate which 
doomed two human beings to destruc- 
tion; that a culprit of this descrip- 
tion, who had no opportunity of re- 
penting, even if he had been dispo- 
sed to repent, should be received into 
the mansions of bliss, and be ranked 
among the favourites of heaven? 
Even ‘Saint Good Thief,” as the 
pious tell us, was not allowed to en- 
ter paradise until-he had made his 
peace with God; yet here we have 
one, acknowledged to have swelled 
the catalogue of his crimes beyond 
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that of a Nero or a Caligula, pro- 
nounced guiltless, and meriting the 
kingdom of heaven, who is proved to 
have died impenitent ; nay, hardened 
in his guilt! Such sentiments may 
have been expected from the mouths 
of those who advocate the “ divine 
rights of kings,” and maintain that 
these ‘‘ anointed of the Lord can 
do no wrong.” But coming from 
men professing to be republicans, the 
enemies of tyranny, and the friends 
of free inquiry, it bespeaks every 
thing but ‘‘ honest” feeling, and every 
thing but a desire to meliorate the 
condition of man. 


Opsect or THE FREE Press Asso- 
CIATION. 


As the enemies of free inquiry are 
straining every nerve, to 8 
the objects of the Free Press Associa- 
tion, for the purpose of exciting popu- 
lar feeling against it, we give publici- 


ty to the following Address, lately de- 
livered at a meeting of the Society, 
by the Chairman, in which its views 
are so clearly and satisfactorily deve- 
loped, that no one divested of preju- 
dice can mistake them : 


Gentlemen of the Association. 


.TuHat steady, perseverance, and 
unanimity, which have characterized 
your proceedings, have ended in the 
complete disappointment of your en- 
emies. They calculated on your 
speedy dissolution and overthrow ; 
and that you were only erecting a 
Babel, which would end in the con- 
fusion of tongues; vainly suppos- 
ing that the lofty structure of supersti- 
tion, which they themselves had to 
defend, was invulnerable. They flat- 
tered themselves that your precipi- 
tancy would prove your ruin, and 
hurl you into the gulph of oblivion. 
But you have wisely chosen reason 
to he your counsellor and director ; 
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and its mild and candid dictates will 
never lead you astray. Ifthe cause, 
in which you are engaged, is to be 
considered a warfare, it is to be 
viewed on your part as being only 
defensive. Superstition, with bigo- 
try and intolerence, its auxiliaries, 
has, for ages carried on a war against 
reason. You have taken in hand her 
noble cause. It is for you to defend 
the dignity, justice, and mildness of 
her reign. ‘The influence of your la- 
bours has rallied her friends in many 
parts of this vast republic; they look 
to you for an example ; and I am per- 
suaded you will not suffer them to be 
disappointed. 

The Correspondent, whose wide 
circulation will make known your 
proceedings in every part of the 
union, has already raised you up many 
friends and valuable correspondents, 
by its noticing your undaunted perse- 
verance and union. In your names, 
gentlemen, and by your permission, I 
thank the Editor of that valuable 
paper, for the services he has render- 
ed the New York Free Press Asso- 
ciation. 

The unpardonable crime of which 
you have been guilty, and which bigo- 
try will not forgive, is, that you admit 
of no subject or object so sacred, but 
what reason dares to approach. ‘ This 
is the head and front of your offend- 
ing.” If this be a crime, your re- 
pentance of it would be your disgrace, 
and the cause of triumph on the part 
of fanaticism. 

Reason contains every thing that 
is noble and exalted, yet it is kind 
and courteous. It visits the slave 
and commiserates his hard and me- 
lancholy fate. It treats with honest 
indignation and disdain, the arrogant 
pretensions of artificial nobility ; it 
discovers the baseless fabric that su- 
perstition has erected, and ventures 
to investigate the attributes and even 
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the abodes of the Gods. The world 
ought to expect from those principles, 
by which you profess to be guided, 
that your conduct will be more noble 
and generous than those who are so 
unhappy, as to be the unfortunate 
subjects of superstition and bigotry. 

Permit mé to remind you, that it is 
principles and notynen, that you have 
engaged, and ought to engage. If 
you are not in bondage to fanaticism 
and ignorance, like those who oppose 
you, consider it in the light of a bles- 
sing, which will induce you to act 
with candor and good will towards 
those who have not attained to the 
same rational views. Every thinking 
being, who possesses a feeling, and 
humane heart,must deplore the horrid 
consequences of superstition in all 
ages. It has increased the catalogue 
of human misery. 

It should be considered, that the 
whole human race is but one family 
—that from the different location and 
different circumstances of its indivi- 
dual members, has arisen different 
and discordant opinions, originated in 
ignorance, and made sacred by time. 
Tf those opinions had been harmless 
in their consequences, your investi- 
gations of them would prove but of 
little use. But a cruel necessity de- 
mands, by the assistant use of reason, 
a rigid scrutiny of every thing that 
relates to human happiness. Your 
primary object, then is, to lessen the 
evils by which man is surrounded, 
and to strive to augment his felicity 


_ by every means in your power. This, 


1 humbly conceive, is the most effec- 
tual way of dispelling the baneful in- 
fluence of ignorance and superstition, 
and the most direct path in which the 
members of this Association have to 
proceed. 

Of all countries in the world, 
America is the most favorable to 
vour exertions. By living under the 


blessing of a republic, you escape the 
evils that exist in monarchy. The 
unrestrained use of reason, aided by 
a free press, tends, wherever it exists, 
to the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of man, by lessoning the influ- 
ence which superstition has over the 
mind; it will summon to the bar of 
free enquiry and examination, the 
false pretensions of priests and pro- 
phets, and forever blot out of the vo- 
cabulary of all languages andtongues, 
the hateful, the cursed terms—reli- 
gious persecution. In monarchical and 
aristocratical governments, the use 
of reason cannot exist by a free press. 
Tyrants will not permit it. It wouid 
produce their downfall; while, the 
beautiful edifice of American liberty, 
will by its unawed and unfettered aid, 
stand firm as on a rock, and bid defi- 
ance to the ravages of time. Hold 
on, then, and support the noble cause 
of reason. It is the gift of the un- 
known power of the God whom you 
recognize and acknowledge. The 
free use of it is your birthright. None 
but despots and fanatics dread it, and 
all good and just governments will 
cherish and applaud it. As the de- 
ciples of reason, you may challenge 
the whole world to show the time or 
place, when her influence has kindled 
the flames of martyrdom. On the 
contrary, superstition, with its con- 
staht attendants—bigotry and intol- 
erance, have ever been, and still are 
endeavouring to oppose and destroy 
the use of reason. Whatever the fa- 
natic may think of you, or however 
injurious he may regard your efforts, 
you are in reality his best guardian, 
as the use and influence of reason 
will forever debar one fanatic from 
the power of persecuting another. 

It is no uncommon thing to be told 
by Christians, that those who do not 
believe the Bible, ought to keep their 
opinions to themselves. ‘T'o such we 
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reply,—When they cease to repre- 
sent the Author of the Universe as a 
vindictive, arbitrary and revengeful 
Being ; when they can shew, by what 
right, they claim the exclusive privi- 
lege to preach and propagate doc- 
trines, which we are to believe, with- 
out previous investigation ; then, and 
not till then, can you cease from 
your labors. Again, when the desci- 
ples of the cross can cause the world 
to forget the fires of persecution, 
which have existed among them from 
time almost immemorial; when they 
can re-animate the millions whose 
lives have been sacrificed before the 
altar of stperstitica and fanaticism ; 
when they can guarantee the whole 
human race against a recurrence of 
such horrid scenes, then, gentlemen, 
and not til then, should the advo- 
cates of reason relax their exertions. 
However popular opinions may favor 
the haughty pretensions of priests, 
and their appearance of sanctity, the 
man who treats rcason as a rebel 
against humanity, is an impostor and 
hypocrite. He is neither faithful to 
himself, to mankind, nor to his coun- 
try. 

Finally, there are two religious 
modes of persecution. The one is 
positive and direct; the other indirect, 
but not the less mischievous in its 
tendency. The first is opposed to 
those principles on which Ameri- 
can liberty is founded, and disowned 
and prohibited by the general Consti- 
tution; the other is resorted to by 
the secret influence and fanatical con- 
spiracy of intolerant bigots. The first 
consists in positive injury; such as 
fines, imprisonment, and torture ; the 
second in withholding all possible 
good: like a cowardly assassin, the 
dagger is made use of only in the 
dark. This last mode of persecution, 
is that which exists in this otherwise 
happy country. 
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I am, gentleman, far advanced in 
life—in circumstances, by no means 
affluent. But I am in the possession 
of one thing, which I am in no fear 
of losing; which to me, is infinitely 
of more value than wealth or shining 
splendor, and which bigotry can 
neither lessen, purchase, nor destroy 
—a fearless independence of mind. 


“LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE FREE 
Press AssociaTION. 


On the Inconsistencies, Contradictions, and Ab- 
surdities of the Bible.—By the Secretary. 


Lecture Fourtu. 


In following up the examination of 
the books of the Old Testament, it 
has been a principal object with me 
to show that the dogmas which they 
contain, had their origin among the 
oriental nations, many ages prior to 
the era of Bible chronology, and 
were borrowed from. the writings of 
the philosophers belonging to these 
nations by the compilers of the Jew- 
ish books. In nothing has this adap- 
tation of ancient eastern dogma been 
more apparent than in the account 
given, in the book of Genesis, of 
paradise, created, as is said, by God 
himself as an abode for the parent 
stock of the whole human race. This 
account is as follows: ‘‘ And the 
Lord God planted a garden eastward 
in Eden; and there he put the man 
he had formed. And out of the 
ground made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food: the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. And ariver went out of 
Eden to water the garden; and from 
thence it was parted, and became in- 
to four heads. The name of the first 
is Pison: that is it which compas- 
seth the whole land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. And the gold of 
that land is good: there is bdallium 
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and the onyx-stone. And the name 
of the second river is Gihon, the 
same is it that which encompasseth 
the whole land of Ethiopia. And the 
name of the third river is Hiddekel : 
that is it which goeth toward the east 
of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
Euphrates. And the Lord God took 
the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the 
man saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat. But 
of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ; for 
in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die. And the Lord 
God said, it is not good that the man 
should be alone, I will make him a 
helpmate for him.” 

Those who have perused the de- 
scriptions of the Golden Age in Ho- 
mer and Virgil, will at once perceive 
the semblance which the account I 
have just read bears to these fictions. 
They tell us that the spring was then 
perpetual, and the earth produced all 
kinds of grain and of fruit, without 
care or labor. The paradise of the 
Bible, is nothing more nor less than 
the Elysium of the ancients, of 
which Homer thus writes : 

The Gods will send thee to th’ Elysian fields, 

And utmost bounds of earth where Rhada- 
manthus 

Serenely smiles, with ever golden tresses. 


There man enjoys a sweet and blessed life, 
No wintry storms can stain their blooming 


Joys 
The peaceful ocean sends perpetual zephyrs, 
To bless the inhabitants with tuneful sum- 


mers. 
Virgil’s description of the Elysian 
Shades, is exactly similar : 


They took their way, 
Where long extended plains of pleasure lay. 
The verdant fields with those of heaven may 


vie ; 
With ether vested and a purple sky : 
The blissful seats of happy souls below : 
Stars of their own, and their own suns they 
know. (Eneid VI. 
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Plutarch, speaking of the Foriu 
nate Islands (the more modern name 
for Elysium) says, they have mode- 
rate showers, though they fall but 
seldom ; and for the most part, they 
have soft and dewy winds whence the 
region becomes exceedingly fruitful, 
and freely yields its plants and deli- 
cious fruits to the inhabitants without 
any labors of husbandry. The air 
which surrounds these islands is so 
temperate, that the people who‘dwell 
in them never can receive any incon- 
venience from it. (Vit. Sertor. p. 
571, 572.) 

Diodorus Siculus, has given us a 
most lively description of the earthly 
paradise, or Elysian Fields, under 
the name of the Toprabanien Island. 
The inhabitants [says he] who live 
under the equinoctial, enjoy the finest 
temperature, being neither troubled 
with heat nor cold. All sorts of fruit 
hang ripe on the trees throughout the 
year. The days and nights are there 
perpetually equal, and so rich is the 
soil that it brings forth spontaneous- 
ly. The lives of the inhabitants are 
greatly prolonged, without disease, 
usually to the age of 150 years. 

Procopius speaks of a paradise in 
Africa, where a certain king built a 
splendid, palace, surrounded with de- 
licious fountains, the woods continu- 
ally green, fragrant and flourishing, 
and the air temperate and refreshed 
with sweet gales. 

But the most remarkable descrip- 
tion of paradise is to be found in 
Lactantius Firminianos’ Treatise on 
the imaginary bird called the phenix. 
Speaking of the country whither she 
took her flight after she had burned 
herself in Arabia, and revived again 
from the ashes, he says, ‘‘ there is in 
the farthest part of the earth a bles- 
sed place, where the high gate of the 
eternal pole is opén ; it is neither an- 
noyed with the heat of the sun, nor 














the cold of the winter, but there, 
whence the sun sends us the beau- 
ties of the day, are neither moun- 
tains nor vallies : the fields are all le- 
velin a great and pleasant place 
which is yet higher than the tallest 
mountain of ours. There is a flou- 
rishing wood, adorned with many 
beautiful trees, whose branches en- 
joy a perpetual verdure; and even 
when Phzton by his rashness burnt 
the world, this place was not touched 
by the flame. It even remained en- 
te and unhurt when Deucalion’s 
flood overwhelmed this globe, for the 
waters could not reach it by reason 
of the height thereof. There is nei- 
ther languishing disease, painful old 
age, nor consuming death: no fear, 
ne grief, no greedy desires of riches 
or revenge disturb the repose—no 
frozen dew touches the earth—no 
misty cloud covers their fields. In 
the midst of this wood, there isa 
fountain of translucent and sweet 
waters, which once a month refresh- 
es the whole place. The trees there- 
in are of a wonderful height, and al- 
ways hang full of fruit.” 

Thus we see in the Golden Age of 
the ancients, an exact picture of the 
Bible paradise. ‘The words of Plu- 
tarch are almost the same as those 
used by Plato in describing his ethe- 
real earth. Plato says the seasons 
were so temperate that the inhabitants 
sustained no injury by sleeping in 
the open air; and Plutarch observes 
the air is so moderate that they never 
feel any inconvenience on being ex- 
posed to it. The Bible represents 
the temperature to have been so mild 
and uuiform, that the first inhabitants 
dispensed entirely with bodily cover- 
ing. We are at no loss therefore, as 
to the source whence the author or 
compiler of the Mosaic account of 
paradise derived the materials of his 
history. 
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But where are we now to find a 
spot resembling this earthly paradise, 
this garden of everlasting sweets and 
bloom? Not surely in any part of 
this mundine sphere yet visited by 
modern enterprize. If we enquire 
among the ancient Fathers of the 
church, who profess to have a per- 
fect knowledge and understanding of 
the scriptures, we shall find ourselves 
equally at a loss as to its situation. 
Some of these holy and inspired men 
deny the existence of an earthly para- 
dise altogether. Others who admit 
it, acknowledge that the account in 
our hands is utterly beyond our com- 
prehension. Like every other dog- 
ma taught in the bible, they disputed 
incessantly about its situation. They 
placed it on this earth, in the air, orin 
the moon, as it suited their whim or 
caprice. Among those who confined 
it to this globe, there were some who 
believed it was situated on this side 
the equator—some under the equa- 
tor—and others beyond the equator 
ortorrid zone. At last, after ages of 
contention, during which the parties 
abused and maltreated each other on 
account of a difference in opinion 
which no human power could recon- 
cile, the church adopted this conclu- 
sion, that the true paradise in reality 
formerly flourished on the earth, but 
on such an earth as was quite differ- 
ent from what we now inhabit. 

Itis thus that theologians attempt 
to reconcile one absurdity, by propos- 
ing another, and when driven to ex- 
tremity, seek for shelter in mystery 
and faith. They explain all difficul- 
ties by telling their credulous dupes, 
that ‘secret things belong to God,” 
and that to doubt even impossibilities, 
is to incur the eternal wrath of a fe- 
rocious and implacable Deity. 

The idea of an earthly paradise is 
happily ridiculed by the masterly pen 
of Voltaire : ‘The learned of Arminia 
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(observes this immortal writer,) de- 
monstrate that the terrestrial para- 
dise wasin their country. Some pro- 
found Swedes demonstrate that it 
was somewhere about Lake Wenner, 
which exhibits visible remains of it. 
Some Spaniards, too, demonstiate 
that it was in Castile. While the 
Japanese, the Chinese, the Tartars, 
the Indians, the Africans, and the 
Americans, are so unfortunate as not 
to know that aterrestial paradise once 
existed at the sources of the Pison, 
the Gihon, the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates ; or, which is the same thing, 
at the sources of the Guadalquiver, 
the- Guadiana, the Douro, ‘and the 
Ebro. For of Pison we easily make 
Pheeris, and of Pheris, we easily 
make the Beetis, which is the Gua- 
dalquiver. ‘The Gihon, it is plain, 
is the Guadiana, for they both begin 
with a G. And the Ebro, which is 
in Catalonia, is unquestionably the 
Euphrates—both beginning with an 
E. But a Scotchman comes, and, 
in his turn, demonstrates, that the 
garden of Eden was at Edinburgh, 
which has retained its name ; and, it 
“is not unlikely, that, in a few centu- 
ries, this opinion will prevail.” 


The writer of the book of Genesis 
having, as by the wand ofa magician, 
given a “local habitation and a 
name,” to his ideal paradise, forth- 
with sets Adam to work to keep and 
to dress it. Now, as the word gar- 
den, which is employed to designate 
the earthly Elysium, implies a spot 
of earth highly cultivated, some body, 
of course, must-have been working 
there for a long time before Adam 
was appointed gardener. By whom, 
then, was the labour performed ante- 
rior to the horticultural occupation of 
this first man? The account says, 
that God planted the garden himself. 
Do believers in this book mean to 
assert that God was really a gardner ? 
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that. he labored, toiled, and sweet on 
a spot of earth, to which he himself 
had given existence, like a human be- 
ing? Have they no higher concep- 
tions of the majestic author of nature ? 
and will they never cease to ascribe 
to him the feelings, the conduct, the 
frailties, and the passions of imperfect 
erring, man? It seems, indeed, that 
our species are so attached to the 
properties of their own nature, and 
entertain so elevated an idea of its 
essence, that they are determined on 
a terrestial prototype becoming an 
object of celestial imitation. Instead 
of telling that “* God made man after 
his own likeness,” they should have 
said that ‘‘ Man formed God after the 
image or likeness of Man.” A cele- 
brated writer once observed, that so 
prone were animals to bring every 
thing down to their own level, that if 
an Ox could be supposed capable of 
fashioning the Deity, it would make 
him after his own image—with horns 


hoofs, and a tail. 
(To be Continued.) 


Extracts rroM TRE CABINET OF 
Ancient Wispom. 

Be rather anxious that those who 
converse with you should respect 
than fear you; for admiration accom- 
panies respect, hatred fear. Pytha- 
goras. 

Dignity does not consist in posess - 
ing honours, but in deserving them. 
Aristotle. 

Honour age. Solon. 

It behoves us to pay respect to old 
age, because we are all desirous of 
attaining to it. Bion. 

Advise not what is most pleasant, 
but what is best. Solon. 
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